
Norms 
 

1.Honor everyone’s time and follow the agenda.  
 
2.Be prepared.  
 
3.Step Up, Step Back. (monitor your talk time, advocate for your ideas) 

 
4.Soft on people, tough on ideas.  
 
5.Put away phones and distracters to focus on the tasks.  
 
6.Laugh often!  
 
7.Maintain student-centered deliberations and filter ideas through 
the students’ perspective.  

 
 
 

 
 
  



 

 
 

 
 

1.  Pausing 
 
2.  Paraphrasing 
 
3.  Posing Questions 
 
4.  Putting Ideas on the Table 

 
5.  Providing Data 
 
6. Paying Attention to Self and Others 
 
7. Presuming Positive Intentions 
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Math Talk Norms 

 

As speakers we will:  
 Talk loud enough for others to hear. 
 Turn to talk to the class. 
 Share different ideas. 
 Explain our ideas. 
 Agree and disagree with ideas, not with each 

other. 
 

As listeners we will: 
 

 Ask speakers to speak up. 
 Show speakers we are listening. 
 Listen to understand. 
 Ask questions to make sense of the idea. 
 Think carefully about all speakers’ ideas. 

  



Norms to Support Positive 
Interdependence 

 

Stay focused on your group’s work. No 
talking outside your group. 
 

You have the right to ask anybody in your 
group for help. 
 

You have the duty to give help to anybody 
who asks. 

 

Helping is not the same thing as telling. 
 


